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What Is Linux?
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What Is Open Source?
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What is the Montessori method?
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You can train or you can educate.
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You can change yourself or change your tools.
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Standard images are limited by design.
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Linux can get you where you want to go.
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You don’t have to be rich to use it.
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Ease of maintenance means more time for you.
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Flexibility, so you can do more.
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File Edit Help
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ECHNOLOGIES
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Learn the water cycle
ux has come back from a long fishing party on his boat. Bring

he water system back up so he can take a shower.
Bruno Coudoin (bruno.coudoin@free.fr)
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Improving Education — Linux and Open Source
An Allianee Technologies White Paper by Josh More

Introduction

Linux is an alterative operating system, comparable to Windows, that is designed to run
as stably and efficiently as possible. It is one of many open source applications — freely
modifiable projects designed as a community effort to benefit the world as a whole. While

originally an experimental project, today the Linux operating system runs super computers,
Internet and business servers, workstations, desktops, laptops, and even cell phones. It is
being used, in conjunction with other open source software, to help people run more securely,
efficiently, and flexibly then ever before. The union of Linux and open source software is
used by businesses, governments, militaries, and schools all over the world. This paper
discusses how the two can improve flexibility in education and reduce costs. Particularly:

f %= MRES = LRk

@ Students can improve their understanding of technology, not iselated applications.
® Schools may choose systems matching their philosophies, preventing vendor lock-in.
® Students can do more meaningful work, allowing them to move beyond rote exercises.
® Reduced costs have allowed schools numerous opportunities:
@ to budget for teachers and supplies instead of software licenses.
® to get new use from older hardware.
® to allow more systems to be supported by the same staff.
® to provide experimental systems for projects that otherwise would be too expensive.
The security in Linux makes it far more resistant to viruses and worms than Windows.
Similar systems could be used at home, providing a consistent learning environment.
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All images are from Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass illustrated by John Tenniel, and are in the public domain.
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